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DESIGN STATEMENT AND PARISH PLAN 2006 
 

Introduction 
 

 
The aim of the Cridling Stubbs Village Design Statement and Parish Plan (VDSPP) is 
to manage change in the village, not to prevent it.  Future development should be 
sympathetic, unobtrusive and in keeping with its surroundings.  The plan targets local 
people, planners, designers and developers.  It reinforces the need for anyone 
considering any type of development to undertake a proper assessment of the 
character of the surrounding buildings and natural environment and to take into 
account defining characteristics, building traditions and materials.  Design and layout 
appropriate for one setting may not be acceptable in another.  The history, settlement 
pattern and visual characteristics of the village and surrounding landscape are 
described and the qualities that make them unique and special are emphasised. 
 
The VDSPP has been researched, written and edited by local people.  All residents 
were given the opportunity to comment through a public open meeting, questionnaire 
and exhibitions and via a draft document.  The VDSPP will conform to the policies of 
Selby District Council Local Plan and to current government guidance.  It is hoped it will 
be adopted by Selby District Council as supplementary planning guidance applicable 
to all types of development whatever their scale. 
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The Steering Group 
 
Cridling Stubbs Parish Council instigated this initiative.  An open meeting was held on 
Saturday 12th November 2005 in Cridling Stubbs Village Hall when a representative 
from the Yorkshire Rural Community council (YRCC) gave an overview of the project.  
Volunteers from the village then formed a steering group.  The cost of the project was 
anticipated to be in the region of £500 and applications for funding were made.  
Donations of £200 were made by the Countryside Agency, £140 from the South Selby 
Community Investment Partnership (CIP) group, £20 from Cridling Stubbs Parish 
Council and the rest has been donated, in kind, by Cridling Stubbs Village Hall 
Management Committee and volunteers.  Valued support has come from the YRCC.  
The Steering Group comprised of about eight people from a cross-section of the 
community. 
 

Location 
 
Cridling Stubbs lies 10 miles southwest of the historic town of Selby in North Yorkshire.    
The parish boundary on the west also forms the county boundary between West and 
North Yorkshire.  Knottingley, some 3 miles away in West Yorkshire, is the nearest 
town.  The historic town of Pontefract is 6 miles away and provides the main shopping 
and banking facilities for most residents. 
 

 
 
 

Population 
 
In 2006 the population of the parish was 152.  18 residents were under the age of 16.  

Design Guidelines 
 
1. New development should attempt to provide a range of house types in order to 

maintain the population mix of the parish. 
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Landscape 
 
Setting 
 
The area has been defined as ñSouthern Magnesian Limestoneò within the 
ñCountryside Character, Volume 3 Yorkshire and the Humber 1998ò by the 
Countryside Commission. 
 
This means that, generally, the area has: 
 
Elevated ridge with smoothly rolling landform dissected by dry valleys ǒ Predominantly 
Magnesian Limestone geology which influences soils and ecological character ǒ Long 
views over surrounding lowland ǒ Fertile, intensively-farmed arable land ǒ Large fields 
bounded by low-cut thorn hedges creating a generally large-scale, open landscape ǒ 
Large number of country houses and estates with parkland, estate woodlands, 
plantations and game coverts ǒ Woodlands combining with open arable land to create 
a wooded farmland landscape in some parts ǒ Unifying influence of creamy white 
Magnesian Limestone as a building material often combined with red clay pantile 
roofing ǒ River valleys and gorges cutting through the ridge exposing the underlying 
rock ǒ Industrial influences, especially in the Aire and Don Valleys and other central 
valleys and along the Coal Measures fringe, with mines, shale tips, transport routes, 
power lines and industrial settlements ǒ Main transport corridor of the A1 which is often 
apparent in areas of otherwise undisturbed rural landscape ǒ Archaeological remains 
reflecting the long-standing importance of the area for settlement and transport. 
 
Character 
 

 

   
 
 
 
About 25% of the parish has been used as landfill sites but now, these have mostly 
been landscaped and returned to agriculture.  Covering part of the parish in the east is 
the man-made lagoon called Gale Common.  Approximately a tenth of the site is within 
the parish boundary but it impacts visually on the whole of the parish. 
 
The open arable landscape is farmed for cereal, root, industrial and fodder crops.  The 
soils have agricultural land classification grades 2 and 3 with a smaller area used for 
pasture fields.  These are generally medium and regular in shape and are divided by 
hedges and hedgerow trees.  There are only four wooded areas, one near Gale 
Common, two near Womersley Quarry and a new woodland at Darrington East, a 
restored quarry which, it is planned, will be open to the public. 
 


